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A mission to 
listen, learn 

Our vision statement: 
Montana on a Mission 

(MOM) exists to encourage 

people to live out the love 

of Jesus Christ by coming 

alongside impoverished 

or marginalized people 

around the world to improve 

their physical condition 

and ultimately impact their 

spiritual lives. We believe in 

creating and supporting a 

lifestyle of service that has 

the momentum to create  

ripple effect in our homes, 

churches, community, 

state, nation and world!

A 
few months ago my 
term as chairman of 
Montana on a Mission 
came to an end.  I have 
cherished those people 

that I have come in contact with; from the 
board members that I have served along-
side to donors who have so graciously 
contributed to the programs that MOM 
has sponsored but perhaps most of all, 
those who we have had the privilege of 
serving during my tenure.

My time with MOM has brought about 
changes to the way I live and the way 
I think about people outside my own 
economic strata.  Along the trail, I have 
met some amazing individuals and 
communities who have enriched my life 
incredibly.  For example, I realize that the 
amount of faith required to live hand-to-
mouth, without 401K’s, without savings 
accounts, even without knowing where 
tomorrow’s food will come from, makes 
my faith appear as a wisp of smoke.

 I am reading a book commissioned by 
the World Bank in 2000.  The book “Voic-
es of the Poor,” is revolutionary in that 
it is the first of its kind to interview, on 
a wide scale, people who are materially 
poor. The authors interviewed more than 
60,000 people from Ukraine to Africa, 
from South America to Asia.  Although 
many studies have been implemented 
quantifying the economic and political 
statistics of poverty, few have investigat-
ed the psychological stress and emotion-
al anxiety that the poor experience.

 A general theme emerged from the in-
terviews that is best expressed by a poor 

woman in Moldova in Eastern Europe 
who made this statement:  “Poverty is 
pain; it feels like a disease. It attacks a 
person not only materially but also mor-
ally. It eats away one’s dignity and drives 
one into total despair.”

Poverty alleviation efforts often focus on 
the deficiencies of assets and income of 
poor people.  Subsequently, remedia-
tion of such deficits involves the giving 
of funds and materials to those in need: 
acts of charity.  However, acts of charity, 
if practiced without recognizing that the 
recipient’s self-worth is already com-
promised is likely to further violate their 
dignity; Charity becomes toxic.

To say that we have not made mistakes 
in this area would be less than honest. 
However, one of the things that I find 
most encouraging about Montana on 
a Mission is that, rather than acting on 
impulse, we are becoming more adept at 
listening to the “voices of the poor.” 

 I pray that we continue to listen.

Tom Lutke

“Poverty 
is pain; it 
feels like 
a disease. 
It attacks 
a person 
not only 
materially 
but also 
morally. It 
eats away 
one’s 
dignity 
and drives 
one into 
total 
despair.”

— Voices of 
the Poor



All donations to Montana 
on a Mission are tax 

deductible as a 501(c)3.

Office expenses: 
$1,731... only 2.3%!

Office expenses include wire 
transfer fees, tax fees, credit 

card fees, advertising & 
shipping expenses. 

In the 
Philippines:

What your generosity did in 2014:
The tiny island of Bohol, Philippines has been a Montana on a Mission focus since its inception 
in 1996. That long-standing history in the area allowed MOM to respond swiftly and effectively 
when the incredible earthquake hit in late 2013. In 2014, MOM funds provided:

	 $28,322 	 = Provided shelter & homes for 104 families after the earthquake
	 $8,351  	 = Provided college or trade education for 15 secondary scholars
	 $5,700 	 = Provided wheelchairs, hearing aids, medical attention and more 	
		      under “compassion,” Leyte Church assistance & mission support 
	 $4,500	 = Fed 40 malnourished children a healthy lunch every school day
	 $1,000	 = Purchased toothpaste, toothbrushes, bandages and other basic 	
		      medical supplies for the November 2014 health clinic.

In India: Montana on a Mission has been working with Pastor Samuel Karuninithi since 2006 to part-
ner with his Living Word Church in Bridge City, Texas to support missionary work in India. This 
partnership arose after Pastor Samuel’s Texas church was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. A 
MOM team helped rebuild their church, and a lasting friendship began. In 2014, MOM funds 
provided these resources to India mission outreach:

	 $4,572  	 = Madurai pastor support, provides a small stipend per month and 	
		      professional growth for around 40 pastors.
	 $1,949 	 = Madurai orphanage support. 

Donations received in 2014: $75,815 | Gifts Distributed in 2014: $57,625
Ready to distribute at the start of 2015 to complete projects began in 2014: $18,510.



Why do 
we fl y?

That’s a question MOM 

supporters often ask. 

Indeed, there are an 

overwhelming number of 

needs all around -- people 

in our own communities, 

states, nation -- who are 

hungry, hurting or in need of 

a little more love.  Shouldn’t 

we focus more at home?

We say ‘YES’ 
to all of the above. 

Encouraging a lifestyle of 
service has a ripple eff ect, 
and sometimes it takes a 
big splash to get started. 

Time and again, we see 
individuals whose hearts 

are broken to the plight 
of strangers around the 
globe become intensely 

more sensitive to the 
needs around them on a 
daily basis. This story is 

just one example of  that 
transformation. Giving and 
serving around the world is 

just a start... or for some, it’s 
the culmination of a lifetime 

of this style of living. 
Wherever you are in your 

service journey, 
MOM wants to be there 

to help encourage you to 
share the love. 

There are so many 
needs in our own 
backyard... why go 
around the world?

This story veers from the Philippine 
focus to a “rabbit trail” in Montana.

My husband, Tom and I have experi-
enced several team mission trips to 
Bohol, Philippines representi ng Mon-
tana on a Mission. These were ti mes of 
some fear, excitement, relaxati on and 
defi nitely faith-building.  Our desire was 
to be the love of GOD in tangible ways 
to people less fortunate than we are 
in the United States.  We came away 
from these ti mes with new friendships 
and perspecti ves we never could have 
imagined!  We enjoyed helping with 
improvements to homes, schools, safer 
water, sharing and worshiping GOD 
together with the Filipinos.  

We would return to Montana exhausted 
but exhilarated.  Now what, Lord?  You 
have given us the privilege of step-
ping out of our comfortable lives and 
coming alongside people from another 
culture in a third world country.  You 
have opened our eyes and changed our 
hearts through these experiences.

We really felt an empti ness inside and 
began asking GOD for an opportunity to 
become involved in something similar 
right here in our own area.  There must 
be something in Montana, Lord.  People 
have needs right here as well as across 
the ocean in the Philippines.

 In 2008, we stopped for gas in Lame 
Deer, Mont., on the Northern Cheyenne 
Reservati on. Getti  ng out of the car, so 
much of the town reminded us of the 
poverty and struggles of the people we 
had seen in the Philippines.  Same sce-
nario….but right here in Montana within 
driving distance of our own home.   

About six months later, we learned of 
a non-profi t organizati on going to the 
Northern Cheyenne Reservati on in 
southeast Montana to help with small, 
home improvement projects. We were 

excited and signed up quickly to join in 
this eff ort.  It was an awesome experi-
ence involving more than 400 youth 
from across the United States, youth 
group leaders and chaperones.  We ate 
and slept at the St. Labre Mission in Ash-
land, Mont.  The group painted houses, 
built decks and wheelchair ramps.  All 
the while, our organizati ons’ hope was 
to refl ect and share the love of God with 
those we were helping.

Again, we returned home grateful and 
ti red.  We had experienced some of the 
Nati ve American culture; a group of 
people right here in Montana who God 
loves also. Much prayer conti nued for 
people on the Reservati on. Could they 
be helped more, Lord?  

We discovered the leaders of various 
Churches/denominati ons on the Reser-
vati on were organized as the Northern 
Cheyenne Ministerial Associati on.  We 
contacted them and a relati onship soon 
began that circled around the need for a 
community thrift  store.  

To make a long story short, the Every-
thing Beauti ful Thrift  Store has been in 
operati on since May of 2012 and has 
been supported very well by the local 
communiti es on the Reservati on.  It is 
located in a small building in Lame Deer. 
The manager is a Northern Cheyenne 
woman who relies on volunteer help.  
The NCMA have purchased property and 
plan to build a larger building eventually. 

We thank God for using our involve-
ment with Montana on a Mission as a 
springboard to allow us to parti cipate 
in a vision that became a reality for 
the people on the Northern Cheyenne 
Reservati on of Montana.

Let’s keep our eyes open for “rabbit 
trails.” 

—Deb Lutke



January:
In January, a mission team of 17 Montanans traveled to Bo-
hol for a 10-day journey of building -- building homes, build-
ing relationships, building faith. The team set up a house pro-
duction center in the Loboc Community Center to teach and 
learn with Filipino workers and create a template that would 
allow more than 100 homes to be quickly and efficiently built 
and erected in the communities after the devastating Octo-
ber 2013 earthquake. With new tools donated by MOM sup-
porters and templates built by volunteers, the production 
center was building up to five homes each day!

With the tools and template in place, building continued on the 100 
homes through the month of February. Livelihoods were also destroyed 

in the earthquake, and providing employment helped many families in 
need with consistant work. Erick’s family was the recipient of one of the 

completed houses during the January mission trip. He volunteered to 
jump right in and help the work crew on not only his house, but others 

in the barrio as well. Here, he’s using a machete to smooth the bamboo 
that will be laid for his family’s flooring. Erick began work as a full-time 
member of the crew after volunteering in his own community. He had 

been out of work since the earthquake, and this was an opportunity for 
him to support his family and help those around him. 

The Big Timber 
Evangelical Church 

experienced a little bit 
of the Philippines March 
26 for the open house 
and celebration of the 
completion of MOM’s 100 
Homes for 100 Families 
campaign! We shared the 
sights, sounds and tastes 
of the Philippines with 
more than 150 guests and 
shared the stories of how 
YOUR gifts directly and 
powerfully impact those 
in need.  

Montana on a Mission’s 
Year in Review | A look back through 2014

February: The work continues to rebuild Bohol

March: 
100 Homes.

100 Families.
100 Reasons to 

CELEBRATE.
(A thank you to 
our community)



• Filipino home building 101•
Tools & MaTerials

•NEW pneumatic tools to speed production•
•Raw, native coconut wood•

•Amakan - woven bamboo matting•
•Strips of bamboo for flooring and paneling•  

asseMbly aT 
loboc GyM

1) Raw coconut wood delivery
2) Allow coconut wood to 

“cure” for at least one week
3) Cut good boards to size
4) Arrange framing in jigs

5) Cover frame with amakan
6) Secure with bamboo

7) Frame truss & windows
8) Stack in complete house 

kits, ready for delivery!

Delivery TiMe

Six wall panels + three truss frames 
+ four window frames + two doors + 
one roll of bamboo + corrugated tin 
roofing + support beams + perlins + 

floor framing = ONE HOME

Helping in a Time of Great Need
We were already planning a trip to the 
Philippines when an earthquake changed 
the focus of our trip. Bohol experienced 
a massive earthquake on the morning 
of October 15. Since then thousands of 
aft ershocks have conti nued to shake 
things up.

More than 15,000 homes were totally 
destroyed and another 73,000 structures 
were damaged in the earthquake. At 
least 2 of our team members will head 
to Sagbayan, the epicenter locati on, on 
Monday.

As the Philippines worked to recover 
from the earthquake, Typhoon Haiyan 
hit the Philippines on Nov. 8 devastat-
ing another huge swath of the country. 
6,200 dead have been found and more 
than 1,000 are sti ll missing. A majority of 
the damage is to Leyte and the surround-
ing areas. We have some connecti ons to 
Leyte and are working on getti  ng over 
some of our team members there some-
ti me next week.

There are 17 of us on this parti cular trip 
and I can already tell its been rewarding 
for us to be here. Seeing the work in real 
ti me and meeti ng the people does some-
thing to a person. There is something 
about shaking hands with people who 
have lost their home that changes you.

A few of our team members shared how 
rewarding it was working with one par-
ti cular family whose home was aff ected 
by the earthquake. Our team was able to 
lay the home, which had been on sti lts, 
onto the ground and for the fi rst ti me 
in three months the family slept in their 
home. In the next few days the fam-
ily will receive a transiti onal home and 
possibly the material to fi x their existi ng 
home. They are elated to say the least.

None of this would be possible of course 
without the help of hundreds and 
hundreds of donors back home. Since, 
October tens of thousands of dollars 
were raised making it possible for us to 
build 100 transiti onal homes and help 
thousands of people.

Unfortunately, most giving dries up 
within 60 days of a disaster and yet the 
need here is going to last years. We 
would like to build 1,000 homes, a drop 
in a bucket compared to the 15,000 
homes that were destroyed. This doesn’t 
even count the 70,000 homes destroyed 
by Typhoon Haiyan.

The only way we can help is with thou-
sands of donors praying and giving what 
might seem like small gift s.

This is obviously a God sized project. 
There is no way our small nonprofi t can 
generate the funds and energy to help 
when the needs are so tremendous. But 
God can.

Please conti nue to pray for the Philip-
pines and for the work we are doing. 
Also consider getti  ng involved by pray-
ing, giving funds, and possibly even join-
ing a work team.

God Bless, Pastor Bryan Baker
(Blog posted Jan. 11, 2014, at 

www.montanaonamission.org) 



Marife’s story
School lunch program leads to Compassion outreach

LOVE

In 2012, a missions team was 
introduced to the young women we 
now know and love as “the angels” 
— Analyn and Angelyn. These sweet 
girls have severe cerebral palsy; their 
physical condition had left them 
confined to the floor of their home 
for most of their 20 years, often alone 
while their mother and father work 
to support them and their siblings. 
Our hearts broke for them, and our 
family of supporters responded.

Less than a year later, Analyn and 
Angelyn were lifted into new, custom-
built wheelchairs. These simple tools 
became material means to mobility, 
freedom and a new life. That initial 
visit to Balilihan led down many more 
muddy Filipino roads, introducing 
us to others with physical ailments 
who have been ministered to with 
wheelchairs and when appropriate, 
homes, to enhance their physical 
living conditions. 

Compassion 
Projects

But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his 
brother in need and closes his heart against him, 
how does the love of God abide in him? Little chil-
dren, let us not love with word or with tongue, 
but in deed and truth.  	 1 John 3:17-18

On the last day of a two week mission trip to the Philippines 
this fall, a school lunch sponsor took a bag of rice to young 
Pricela’s house. After hearing her sister was ill, we asked 
about her health. Pricela took us to check on Marife. We were 
shocked to find Marife laying on the floor, a limp, emaciated 
15-year-old girl, her legs covered in dark spots.  

We returned to the house with just enough time to pack the 
last of our things and say goodbye before leaving for the 
airport.  The images of Marife and her family played through 
our minds during the two days of travel. We prayed about the 
situation and decided to do whatever we could to help.  

Marife was taken to see a doctor thanks to MOM manager 
Laarni. There she was diagnosed with Systemic Lupus Ery-
thematosus (SLE) and given a prescription for an antibiotic.  
The prescription was never filled because the family couldn’t 
afford the $8 that the pills would cost.  Several expensive 
hospital stays, blood transfusions and doctor visits later, she is 
finally on a path to recovery! 

Families who live in poverty have few choices when it comes to 
healthcare.  By the grace of God, MOM became aware of this situ-
ation and has generous donors who are committed to meeting this 
need for Marife. Very often there is no medical care or it comes 
too little too late, as families are forced to choose between their 
immediate needs and seeing a doctor.   Marife’s entire hospital 
stay (12 days) including medications, food, supplies and daily trans-
portation for her family totaled only a little over $800!  There are 
so many people in need, just think of the amazing things that can 
be done when we make even small financial gifts!
 

On the cover: Michelle, age 15, with her 
mother Merly and FCF youth group member 

Monette, in her first wheelchair, specially 
designed to fit her needs and grant mobility.



April: 
Siblings move in to their 
new home in Balilihan

The three adult, 
disabled siblings; 

Victor, Essencio 
and Urbana, whom 

we met in 2013, 
moved in to their 
new home, which 

was built by MOM 
along with a Seatt le 

organizati on, 
“One for One.” 

One for One off ers 
real estate clients 

the opportunity to 
build a house in the 

Philippines as they 
are building new 

constructi on in the 
Seatt le area.

“God did wonderful and amaz-
ing things all throughout the 
fi ve-day camp. I met new friends 
who are believers in Christ and 
I met new pastors... we were all 
blessed and revived and would 
like to att end next year if given 
the opportunity.” 

“I’m so thankful that I have join 
the youth camp. And now I’m 
trying my best to be a good 
example to the other youth, and 
now I am encourage to read the 
Bible every day. I really thank 
God and all the moral support 
and all the prayers.”

—Marlon

“To those who are supporti ng 
us, I pray that you will conti nue 
your generosity because your 
help is not in vain.”

—JayAnn

Thanks so much faithful MOM 
supporters! You are making a 
huge diff erence in the futures 

of these amazing kids!

May: In May MOM sponsored about 20 youth from the Loboc, Bohol area, including many of our 
own “FCFL Linkers” youth group, to a Christi an youth camp in Ubay.  The camp theme was “FOCUS Jesus.” 
Each lett er of the word FOCUS stands for Faith, Obedience and Commitment will Unite us to Serve Jesus.  

Here’s what some of the youth had to say about their experience:



While students here in the U.S. are eagerly 
looking forward to summer break, children on 
the other side of the world are gearing up to 
start the new school year.  
MOM’s School Lunch Program at Calunasan 
Sur Elementary is in the start of its third year. It 
has seen a wonderful amount of support and is 
conti nuing to improve and grow!  The parents of 
the enrolled students must agree to help with the 
preparati on, cooking and cleanup of the meal, as 
well as bringing fi rewood for the cooking fi re. 
Aft er a few months on the program teachers 
reported that these students were more att enti ve, 
engaged in classroom acti vity and doing bett er 
in their schoolwork. All students in the program 
had a marked weight gain. Sponsorship provides 
malnourished students with a healthy nutriti ous 
meal at school. This meal may be the only 
healthy meal the child gets on a given day. The 
children also benefi t greatly knowing that 
they have someone who cares about 
their wellbeing and are willing to 
commit to helping them learn 
and grow!  Because of your 
generous support MOM is 
now feeding 50 children 
each school day!

June: School lunch program expands to 
serve 50 elementary students in its second year! 

In January of 2013 while we were enjoying a deli-
cious lunch lovingly prepared by the teachers of 
Calunasan Sur Elementary school in Loboc, Bohol 
Philippines, I asked a questi on about the students 
who were out on the playground for lunch break. 
I asked if the students were all having their lunch 
now? The answer I got back was shocking and 
changed my life forever.  

The teachers informed me that not all of the stu-
dents had food. Some go home and search their 
barrio for anyone who would give them something 
to eat. I couldn’t believe what I was hearing! 

These children are in school from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
fi ve days a week. The climate is hot and humid, they 
are so young and the school day is long. The food 
I was eati ng at the ti me stuck in my throat and I 
was choking back the tears. I didn’t want to upset 
the teachers aft er they had spent their own money 
to prepare such a beauti ful lunch for us, but in my 
heart I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
something had to be done. 

I asked the Lord to show me what to do and He re-
ally did.  When the new school year started in June 
of 2013 so did the new “school lunch program” at 
the elementary school.  The teachers choose 40 
children whom they assessed were underweight for 
their age.  The students are now given a nutriti ous 
lunch fi ve days a week.  The meal usually consists of 
meat, vegetables, fruit and rice - always rice for a 
Filipino - every meal!  Parents who have children in 
the lunch program volunteer to prepare, cook and 
serve the food. This meal may be the only healthy 
meal he or she may have all day. 

Without caring donors and sponsors this program 
would not be in existence.  Saying thank you does 

not seem enough, but if you could see the faces of 
these beauti ful children enjoying their food 

I think you’d be choking back tears too.  
Come and join us on a mission trip 

to Bohol.  It will change your life 
forever! 

—Ellen Freed



Christmas Stars made by students 
hang outside a classroom at 
Calunasan Sur Elementary



The Loboc River winds 
through the jungles of 
Bohol



16
Students currently 
enrolled in higher 

education through 
generous MOM 

supporters

Montana on a Mission has developed several 
educational initiatives, focused on giving young 
people the power of knowledge, skills and 
empowerment that will engage them back in 
their communities so they may work toward the 
betterment of the lives of themselves and those 
around them. This value has been shown over 
and over again in the success stories of these 
remarkable young people. In 2014, a mission 
team got to see that in action when we visited the 
Dumagan family. 

Rodel, now 25, was one of the mission’s first 
scholarship recipients. He completed his studies 
at Cristal-E College, where he learned the trade of 
being a seaman. Rodel is now a cargo boat captain. 
His family’s home in Calunasan Sur is decorated 
with gifts and mementos from ports around the 
world where Rodel has docked, but his greatest 
gift home was being able to support his brother, 
Charlie, through seaman school, too. 

Charlie has now completed his education, and 
is supporting brother Rigel’s college work. When 
Rigel becomes a seaman, he has pledged to work 
to send their sister Rosemarie to college as well. 

“I’m happy my children are 
studying like their brother 
Rodel,” their mother, Pacita told 
us. “Rodel was a scholarship 
recipient; now he sees happiness. 
So then he makes sure his sister 
and brothers go to school and find 
happiness, too.” 

During last years’ drought, the well at the orphanage MOM 
sponsors in Madurai, India went dry. The orphanage workers 
care for about 30 kids, with MOM’s support. It is overseen by 
Pastor Samuel Karunanithi, a native of India and Pastor of Living 
Word Church in Texas.
The well drillers started drilling and had reached 375 feet with-
out reaching water. They called Pastor Samuel to ask if they 
should quit or continue to drill. Pastor Samuel prayed for the 
well and while they were still on the phone, the drillers hit the 
spring and got water!  We serve a great and mighty God!
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within 
us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  Ephesians 3:20-21

August: New website launched!
Our blogsite got a new look! The website has 
been streamlined and given a face lift. 

The image-based site is easier to navigate and 
we can now accept donations directly through 
the website. MOM supporters can also sign up 
for automated monthly giving. 

July: 
New well at Madurai, India Orphanage

Focus on education, empowerment

www.montanaonamission.org



Work began on the construction of a very 
special home for a very special lady. 

Patricia is now 72 years old and was born 
without legs. She has made it through life with a 
beautiful smile on her face to this point because 
she focuses on one thing…GRATITUDE! That’s it!  
She always can find the blessing in a situation 
and we feel so blessed to have been led to her, 
in order to serve her, love her and learn from 
her. Patricia now has a home of her very own 

for the first time in her life. The home was 
thoughtfully constructed and each aspect was 
custom made just for her. The windows are 
much lower than that of an average home.  Her 
sink and counter tops are at 18 inches, even 
her bed and furniture were sized just for her.  
What a wonderful thing it is that this amazing 
woman can live out her senior years in a safe, 
comfortable home!

Montana on a Mission registered with Amazon 
Smile this fall! AmazonSmile is a simple and au-
tomatic way to support your favorite charitable 
organization every time you shop, at no cost to 
you! Just type “smile.amazon.com” in your web 
browser, and it will lead you through selecting 
a charitable organization to support when you 
make regular Amazon.com purchases. 
After that, every eligible purchase made on 
AmazonSmile will result in a donation of 0.5%.

October: Broke ground on Patricia’s new home

September
Support Montana on a 
Mission while you shop!





MISSION TRIP 
November 2014

A team of 12 volunteers 
took off from Seattle to fly 

to Bohol, Philippines in early 
November on a mission to love 
and care for our friends.  
The major projects included: 
• Cleaning and moving the 
library and all of the books 

that had been damaged by 
termites.
• Building a home for our 72 
year-old friend Patricia, who 
was born without legs and has 
never had her own home. 
• Began painting the transi-
tional homes, which were built 

after the earthquake last year, 
with a protective coating.
• Organized several showings 
of “The Jesus Film” 
• Trained and equipped semi-
nary students so they would be 
able to continue showing “The 
Jesus Film”



Ever wonder about going on a mission trip, but hesitate because, well, you're 
not a "missionary?" Ya, we've all been there too -- the good news is, we're all 
just normal people, with a desire to serve other normal people, and watch 
God work in astonishing ways. We'd love for you to join us on the next trip.

On an unbelievable arctic day in Melville, more than 30 brave souls 
came out to show their support of MOM programs. The second 
running of the four mile Cow Country Stampede was one for the 
record books!  Ten below zero with snow and wind – less than ideal 
running conditions!  We all enjoyed warming up with a hot meal 
and hot drinks after the run at Bill’s Place. More than $4,000 was 
raised to support MOM programs through the event!

November, con’t
Cow Country Stampede plows ahead

Ever noticed MOM  
upside down is WOW?  

WOW, indeed!

At the end of the 
year, a total 

of 365 individual 
donations had been 
made to MOM. 

The gifts you share, the 
prayers you pray, the love 
you show in Jesus’ name 
makes an impact every day, 
all year long.  

December: 
What a year 2014 
has been for MOM 

and all those who 
its programs impact. 

Thank you,  
thank you,  
thank you!!





Response: a real  

responsibility & even greater joy

My first experience with Montana on a Mission 
came in 2008 after visiting with a man who had 
just returned from a trip to the Philippines with 
MOM. Listening to his experiences really triggered 
a spark in me to learn more about the organization; 
who they serve and why.  

My husband Josh and I attended a meeting for any-
one interested in learning more about the next trip. 
We talked it over and both felt the prompting to go. 
We arranged for care for our children, home, critters 
and ranch and took off with a group of eight others 
to spend our 10th anniversary on a mission trip in 
the Philippines!  Who’d have thought!  

What an experience. We spent 10 days painting, 
building, wiring, photographing, writing and mak-
ing new friends. Learning about how the locals 
live, what they struggle with and what brings them 
joy. There were so many obvious needs but most 
people had a peaceful contentment and quiet joy 
about them. They are able to focus on life’s im-
portant moments and don’t struggle with all of the 
distractions that we allow in our lives. 

As most mission trip participants find, we felt edu-
cated and blessed by them far more than what we 
could give. Our lives were forever changed! 

I can’t help but imagine the Holy Spirit 
thinking, “Yes! You’re finally getting it!”  

This precipitated a new outlook on every part of our 
lives and we both developed a closer relationship to 
God that continues to grow daily.  We came home 
and continued to serve with the motivation of shar-
ing the love and message of Jesus in our commu-
nity and beyond.  

I have since been on two more trips to the Philip-
pines with MOM and my heart continues to open 
and fill.  I can more clearly hear God’s call to serve.  
He has shown me that we are not here only for rais-
ing our families and enjoying life.  We have been 

given a purpose by God, which is to serve Christ 
with the full commitment of our lives.  He charged 
us to be His hands and feet.  

James 1:22 tells us to “not just be hearers of the 
Word but to DO WHAT IT SAYS.” (emphasis mine) 
One of the purposes of Montana on a Mission is to 
provide people the opportunity to develop a “life-
style of service.” Once you go on a trip with Mon-
tana on a Mission your heart will be cracked open 
and forever changed.  (Don’t worry, this is a good 
thing!) 

The experience will certainly sharpen your focus 
in seeing needs and desiring to serve in your own 
community and everywhere you go. Our job as 
Christians is to offer our service to God and to be 
available and willing to do what He asks.  The Gos-
pel is about salvation but it is also about compas-
sion, freedom, healing and love. 

It was hard for Josh and I to rearrange all that we 
had to in order to go on that first trip. It was incon-
venient and a little scary. It would have been so 
much easier to stay home and play it safe, but we 
would have missed so much!  Thank God we didn’t 
‘play it safe.’ I pray that if you feel the nudge to find 
out more that you too will say “yes!” It’s been so 
exciting to see how our community has gathered 
around and answered the call to help with generous 
donations of time, money and resources. Thank you 
for all you have already given! 

As the new chairman of Montana on a Mission I 
look forward to continuing to serve and partner with 
those in need, working alongside them as I share 
with them and they share with me. As an organiza-
tion we will continue to seek God’s will for our time 
and resources and remain faithful stewards of all 
He entrusts to our care.

— Mery Donald,  
2015 MOM board chair

From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and  
from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 

Luke 12:48



No matter where in the world you live water is the body’s most basic need. Women and 
children in Kenya spend untold hours hauling water for their families. They share the water holes 
with wildlife and livestock and the water they bring home is unsafe for drinking. Montana on a 
Mission’s first clean water project was in the Philippines in 2004. It was a huge success, bringing clean 
water right to the villagers’ homes. Our most recent project is among the Maasai people of Kenya.
Several springs in one community have been developed providing over 38 thousand litres of 

clean water each day.  The burden of water collection often means children must stay home to 

help and cannot attend school. You can help provide clean water, protecting whole communities 
from disease and increasing opportunities for the women and children who spend much of their day 
collecting water for their households.



 www.montanaonamission.org/donate



Saturday November 28, 2015   10:00am

register at: racemontana.com

HOMEWARD BOUND 
M.O.M. is staying in Montana this summer and serving Big Timber and 
our surrounding areas. We hope to mobilize 100 people to serve 
locally during the month of August.

Like our Facebook page for more info   facebook.com/montanaonamission

August 12 - 23, 2015



SAVE  THE  DATE

Wednesday June 24, 2015   6-8pm  

Bill’s Place - Melville, MT



thank you.
Your gifts. Your support. Your prayers. 

It all equals a whole lot of just 
what our world needs most:

LOVE

www.montanaonamission.org
PO Box 696 | Big Timber, MT | 59011

info@montanaonamission.org

www.facebook.com/montanaonamission


